
RESEARCH THEMES
Research a World Music tradition with the following 
points in mind:

Geography
Cultural Context
Instrumentation
Other Characteristic Musical Features
Influence on Western Music 

Possible topics include but are not limited to:

South Indian Classical music
Chinese Opera
West African Drumming
Cuban Percussion and Dance
Australian Aboriginal Music
Egyptian Popular music
Iranian (Persian) Classical music
Japanese Koto
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Music of Bali
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BALINESE GAMELAN

Geography

Instrumentation

Cultural Context

Characteristic Musical Features

Influence on Western Music

Tuesday, 15 January, 13



Bali - Geography 

island in Republic of Indonesia

9º S of Equator

Tropical climate

Hindu/Muslim
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Ensemble performance 
Example

YouTube - gamelan gong kebyar

GAMELAN ORCHESTRA
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ldPMifPbngc&feature=related
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ldPMifPbngc&feature=related


Instrumentation

Metallophones
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Instrumentation

GONG
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Instrumentation

BONANG
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Instrumentation

SARON
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Instrumentation

Kendhang
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Instrumentation

SULING
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CULTURAL CONTEXT

possibly pre-dates both the Hindu and Islamic cultures

Mythological origin: The Gamelan was created by legendary King Sang 
Hyang Guru as a way to speak to the gods. 

An older style, known as “Loud Style” developed in 12th Century Court 
Tradition. Later, A “Soft Style” developed as an accompaniment to poetry. 
Modern methods of playing are thought to be a combination of these two 
styles.

Historical 
Background
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CULTURAL CONTEXT

Religious Ritual

Dance

Puppet Theatre

NOT played in Western-style Concert 

Connected with other Arts
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CULTURAL CONTEXT

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=„DMF3h8l7Q

Dance

Balinese Dancers Ubud Bali - YouTube

Balinese Dancers in Ubud - YouTube

Tari Trunajaya (Balinese dance) - YouTube

example files - Bali Dance 1&2
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jpDMF3h8l7Q
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jpDMF3h8l7Q
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WEsfevRfjCI
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WEsfevRfjCI
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jPeg8t4vsoY&hd=1
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jPeg8t4vsoY&hd=1
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=txTt2H14ojk&hd=1
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=txTt2H14ojk&hd=1


CULTURAL CONTEXT

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YVN-Df2Hatc

Wayang Shadow 
Puppet Theatre

Balinese Shadow Play - YouTube       behind the scenes

Wayang Nganjuk - YouTube     making leather backdrops

The Wayang Puppet Theatre - YouTube  short doc
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YVN-Df2Hatc
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YVN-Df2Hatc
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r6Gy1moxW_U&hd=1
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r6Gy1moxW_U&hd=1
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7TN3K8ZYN7k&hd=1
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7TN3K8ZYN7k&hd=1
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pfydro4X2t0
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pfydro4X2t0


CULTURAL CONTEXT

Kecak (Monkey Chant) from The Ramayana

clip from Baraka (1992)

Religious Ritual
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Ensemble performance

YouTube - gamelan gong kebyar

Musical 
Characteristics

• rapid changes of tempo
• wide dynamic range
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ldPMifPbngc&feature=related
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ldPMifPbngc&feature=related


Scale Tuning

Slendro

Pelog

Musical 
Characteristics

http://www.marsudiraras.org/gamelan/
sarondemung_photo_sound.html

Online Saron Player:
NG 

http://www.monkeyc.org/play.html
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http://www.marsudiraras.org/gamelan/sarondemung_photo_sound.html
http://www.marsudiraras.org/gamelan/sarondemung_photo_sound.html
http://www.marsudiraras.org/gamelan/sarondemung_photo_sound.html
http://www.marsudiraras.org/gamelan/sarondemung_photo_sound.html
http://www.monkeyc.org/play.html
http://www.monkeyc.org/play.html
http://www.monkeyc.org/play.html
http://www.monkeyc.org/play.html


Musical 
Characteristics

Gangsa kotekan from Taruna Jaya

http://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=RbCuEOXvuoE&feature=related

resultant melody

performance technique: note damping

Interlocking Melody
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7y771-AxrFA
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7y771-AxrFA
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RbCuEOXvuoE&feature=related
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RbCuEOXvuoE&feature=related
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RbCuEOXvuoE&feature=related
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RbCuEOXvuoE&feature=related


Musical 
Characteristics
Interlocking Melody
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Musical 
Characteristics
Colotomic Structure

A form of rhythmic structure characterized by the use of particular 
instruments to mark off nested time intervals.

in Gamelan, various sizes of GONG mark the various level of 
colotomic structure 

Typical of Gamelan and some other Asian musics (Japan, Thailand)
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Influence on Western 
Music

1889 Paris World’s Fair - Composer Claude Debussy,  used Gamelan-
like rhythms in several piano pieces.

Other composers in the European tradition who wrote Gamelan-
influenced pieces include:

Bela Bartok
Olivier Messiaen
Colin Mcphee
Benjamin Britten

More recent American composers include:
Steve Reich 
Philip Glass
Pat Metheny
Evan Ziporyn (MIT) - Gamelan Galaktika - Heavy Metal

Pop music 
King Crimson
Mike Oldfield  - http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iWjtOdOL7JE

Anime Film: Akira http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XZg8XYJ-bTE

Akira trailer - English - YouTube
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iWjtOdOL7JE
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iWjtOdOL7JE
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XZg8XYJ-bTE
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XZg8XYJ-bTE
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KQnw35kR6Pw
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KQnw35kR6Pw


Explore Further:

Open Rehearsals
Evergreen Club Contemporary Gamelan (ECCG) 
Friday. Jan. 15 + Sunday Jan. 17, 2010
2-5 pm each day
Arraymusic studio
60 Atlantic Ave., STE. 218,
Toronto, Ontario, Canada, M6K 1X
http://www.arraymusic.com/
Free to the public

New Works by Rick Sacks, Gordon Monahan, Allison Cameron, and Ryan Scott.
ECCG, Canada's first gamelan (est. 1983), will be rehearsing new music newly minted for and 
played
on our beautiful gamelan degung instruments, prepared piano (Monahan), and puppet theatre 
(Sacks).

Co-presented by Arraymusic + Evergreen Club Contemporary Gamelan as part of Array's new 
Resident Studio Artists Program.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XZg8XYJ-bTE
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http://www.arraymusic.com/
http://www.arraymusic.com/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XZg8XYJ-bTE
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XZg8XYJ-bTE

